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Poverty in America—It’s not what you think. thelinemovie.com

Dear friends,

While millions tuned in to the Republican and Democratic National Conventions and more will 
watch the presidential candidate debates, I want to introduce you to a film that just might be 
the most important thing you watch this month—or this year, for that matter.

Lots of significant things will be said during this campaign season about how to build a stronger 
middle class and how to produce jobs. But Matthew 25 doesn’t say, “As you have done it to the 
middle class, you have done it to me.”

Instead, in the gospel Jesus says, “As you have done it to the least of these, you have done it to 
me.”

Chances are that this will never be the central message of political conventions during election 
years.

But every four years for the last 40 years (even before we were called Sojourners), our 
community has done what we can to lift up the issue of poverty during presidential elections. 
While political party platforms have changed, our commitment to the least of these has not.

So with that spirit, I am proud to present a new short film called The Line.

Written and directed by Emmy award-winning producer Linda Midgett, it chronicles the 
very real stories of four real people struggling with real poverty in America today.

You’ll meet a banker in the suburban Midwest who used to earn six figures a year and now, 
after the economic collapse, must go to a food bank to feed his three kids; a fisherman on the 
Gulf Coast of Louisiana who has watched his livelihood and his culture wash away in the wake 
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (see page 8) and a devastating off-shore oil spill; a blue-collar 
guy in North Carolina who worked hard his whole life but lost his job, became homeless, and 
started over as a restaurant bus boy; and a single mom in Chicago who battles daily to ensure 
that her son is safe, healthy, and has the opportunity to go to college.

The idea of the film is simple: People living in and struggling with poverty telling their own 
stories. They are beautiful, inspiring, challenging, and full of grace. In a word, their stories 
are powerful. The kind you never forget. The kind that make you not only feel something, but 
compel you to do something.

My Sojourners colleagues and I want to share The Line’s stories and message with as many 
people as we can. That’s where you come in. We need your help. The first thing you can do is 

  
 

A DISCUSSION GUIDE

Length of film: Approximately 40 minutes  Language: English

SOJOURNERS is excited to share this film discussion guide with you 
as a way for churches, friends, and individuals to engage with various 
issues surrounding our national discussion on poverty in America. 
Many Christians are already involved in caring for their neighbors 
who are struggling economically, but have questions about how to fix 
the system.

Sojourners’ short documentary The Line highlights different pieces 
of this complex issue to help spark conversation, discussion, and 
reflection about why and how we should work to end poverty in 
America.

The Line documents the stories of people across the country living at 
or below the poverty line. They have goals. They have children. They 
work hard. They are people like you and me.

From Chicago’s suburbs and west side to the Gulf Coast to North 
Carolina, millions of Americans are struggling every day to make it 
above The Line.

To learn more about The Line, please visit thelinemovie.com.
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The San Diego Hunger Coalition, in partnership with the San Diego 
Organizing Project, present a screening of “The Line”, A 45 minute 
documentary that highlights four Americans and their struggles with  
poverty and hunger. 
Following the screening will be a panel presentation by local experts 
speaking about the link between poverty & hunger in San Diego. 
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